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The August 17 meeting will be a discussion of the Girl Scout Big
Event and how the club can help.

August 6 10AM - 4PM Rocks, Slabs
and Cabs SWAP in the Craft Center

ANNOUNCING the SHOW
 By now, all of you must know that the
club show is September 9 , 10  and 11 . th th th

This is the major fundraiser for the club
and we need EVERYONE’S HELP to
make it a success.  Debby will be
contacting you this month to ask you to
give two hours of your time.  Please be
ready to help.

WEBMASTER:    We are still looking for a permanent webmaster for
the club.  The webmaster is responsible for the
design/maintenance/update of the club’s website: rockyreader.com,
posting Rocky Reader to the website and sending all correspondence
originating from newsletter2015-1@rockyreader.com. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
On Thursday, while I was busy doing the Ann Arbor Art Fair, a call
came to my home to inform me that the craft center was having an
electricity problem.  My son immediately called Carol Grey at the
Toledo Botanical Garden Office to report the problem.  If you are
experiencing problems at the craft center during the normal working
hours of the botanical garden (M-F: 9-5) PLEASE notify Carol Grey in
the office.  You can even call her at 419-536-2039.  If you would also
let me know the nature of the problem, I will be sure that the
appropriate work orders are filed. 

CASES, CASES, CALLING ALL CASES!!!!!
It's time to start thinking about putting in a display case at our show in
September.  This is our biggest opportunity to show the public what
the club is about and what we do.  The case sizes are: Club case -
48"W x 30"D x 12"H  and new cases - 48"W x 30" D x 22 3/8"H  Club



member typically put in items they make, collect or buy.
i.e. cabs, slabs, specimens or rock/gem/collecting
information.  If you have a club related business you can
put your card inside the case to help advertise your
business. If you plan to have a table(s) at the fall open
house, a flyer will be provided to advertise that you will be
there.  You can reserve a case(s) by e-mailing me at
nancy7536@att.net or you can contact me at the monthly
club meetings. 

Stranahan Club show - Library Displays
Thank you to these volunteers:

Reynolds Corners - Deb Hoffmaster. August. Contact
jane.thoma@toledolibrary.org 419-259-5320
address: 4833 Dorr St Toledo, OH  43615 Bring case.
Rossford Public Library - Steve Shimatzki.  August 1-2.

Contact wilbarje@oplin.org 419-666-0924
Address: 720 Dixie Hwy Rossford, OH  43460 35" h x 22" x 22" cube
Sanger - Mike Mayers.  July only.  Contact cmalczewski@toledolibrary.org 419-259-5370
Address: 3030 W Central Ave July only.
Swanton Public Library - Harold Burleson.  Susan Bach does case. Contact 
stiriz_bach@yahoo.com 419-826-2760.  Address: 305 Chestnut Swanton, OH  43558 38.5"d x
58.5"w x 8"t
Toledo Heights - Mike Mayers.  July & August Contact jeanne.mchugh@toledolibrary.org
419-259-5220 Address: 423 Shasta Dr.
Washington - John & Sylvia Capuano. August Contact: hannah.lammie@toledolibrary.org
419-259-5330 Address: 5560 Harvest Ln
Way Public Library - John and Linda Miani Contact millsro@oplin.org 419-874-3135 x108
Address: 101 E Indiana Ave, Perrysburg, OH  43551 history case - Call in August and they will
Wood County Bookmobile - Suzanne Shimatzki coupons only

PLEASE HELP THE UNIVERSITY OF TOLEDO  WITH A MINERAL EXHIBIT FOR THE LIBRARY 
    We are putting together a mineral exhibit in Carlson Library at the University of Toledo to run
through the 2016-2017 school year. Most of our materials will come from the Department of
Environmental Sciences, but I would like to ask if any club members might be willing to loan some of
their material (minerals, fossils, decorative stones) to the exhibit for the school year. It is important to
note that the cases are very large and it takes two strong people to remove each of the glass case
fronts, so once they are closed they will not be opened again until May of 2017. We plan to put
materials in the cases by about August 15, so we would need to have them here before that date. I
know that this is a long time commitment, but some our members have beautiful material that would
be wonderful to share, and perhaps it is just sitting packed away in boxes anyway.
     I thought this might be a nice opportunity to promote the Toledo Gem and Rockhound Club, as we
would indicate on each label, whose collection the specimen came from, and the person’s
membership in the club. Please know that all material will be handled with the utmost care, since I
understand the value of these one-of-a-kind items. We are mainly looking for eye candy, something
that is colorful and/or an unusual form, which is attractive to people who might not know much about
minerals or stones. The main criterion is that it catches the eye.
    Also, if anyone would be interested in a smaller and shorter term commitment, I thought it would
be wonderful if we could have a small display in the lobby of the library, to be rotated out periodically
(maybe monthly), as an enticement to visit the fifth floor display. We have a smaller Lucite case on a



large pedestal with in internal measurement of 16” by 32” with a usable height of about 23 Ω”. We
could also put business contact information in the smaller case, if desired. The display must be
mineral related; if it is jewelry, please be sure that it contains some genuine stone.
     If anyone is willing to be a part of the exhibit, I would ask that they provide the proper name of the
mineral or fossil, and the location from which it came (if known). This will help us create proper labels
for each item. All specimens will be catalogued and photographed as received with the owners name
and contact information, and handled with the utmost care to prevent any damage or loss.
Acknowledgment to the owner of specimens on loan to the library will be included on the display
label, unless the owner wishes to remain anonymous. Specimens will be locked in cabinets for
display until May 2017, at which time they will be returned to their respective owners. The cabinets
are very difficult to open and close with frequency, so it will not be possible to remove your material
before May 2017 when the exhibit is taken down.
     If you are interested in lending specimens to this exhibit, please contact Ruth Jacobs, Carlson
Library, The University of Toledo, Mail Stop #509,2801 W Bancroft St, Toledo OH 43606-3390 
Phone: 419-530-2617, e-mail: Ruth.Jacobs@utoledo.edu

TOLEDO GEM AND ROCKHOUND CLUB MEETING MINUTES
Date: July 20, 2016

Meeting was called to order by acting President Mike Mayers
    Debby sent an apology for the mix up of the club meeting date.  We realize that it inconvenienced
many and we are sorry. Debby now has a way to transfer the Google calendar DIRECTLY into the
newsletter so this will not happen again.
Pledge of Allegiance 
Due to technology problems, there was no program
Secretary's Report: Minutes approved as written.  Motion by Tom Marok, and seconded by John
Capuano
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurers Report Approved  Motion to approve by Tom Marok,, seconded by
Amy Shufeldt. Shirts, sweatshirts and tote bags are in for pick up.
New Business 
A) Girl Scout BIG event : Board asked a representative to speak at a club meeting.  Aug 17- Natalie
Vorst, Program and Partnership Manager, Girl Scouts of Western Ohio will be our speaker.   
B) Board approved purchase of new tables for craft center.  Pete investigating costs and availability. 
C) No significant correspondence
D) Pete checking on costs of new CC tables, per board directive.
E) Arts in the Gardens moved back to September. If the club participates, can have as many sales
persons, as we want, covered under club $50 entry fee.  You have to register with TBG but fees
covered under club fee.
Old Business: none
Group Reports:  
Fieldtrips (Harold):  trip to Canada in the planning stages.  Harold can email info to anyone
interested; contact Harold by email if interested.  Trip will be Sept 17. through 24
Open House: (Nancy): still collecting money through club raffle ticket table.  Open House will be in
November, right before Christmas   
Monthly Beaders (Nancy):  Working on gorgeous projects.  Third Monday of every month 6pm -8pm.
Members can drop in with their projects or work on materials and patterns provided by Nancy    
Rocky Reader (Debby): deadline midnight Monday, July 25   
Metalcrafters (Debby) - meeting Aug 7, 11, 21, 25.  Please e-mail if attending.   
Sunshine (Joe): Nothing to report 
Extreme Beaders (Kathy): Meeting as scheduled in the RR. Tuesdays 9AM -4PM. Need to bring own
project and materials 



Faceters  (Elie): Elie needs to know who wants to participate, and then a date will be established.
Contact him if interested. Chet doing small group faceting second weekend, Saturday and Sunday,
of the month.  Contact him if interested.    
Juniors (Steve): Fourth Sunday of the month: Talk on fossil fish collecting on the 24th
Membership (Steve): 30 in attendance,  including one junior and one new member, Quentin Skrabec  
Gardens (Chet): Plant sale and Jazz nights need volunteers. Contact volunteer coordinator Nicci
with TBG
Show (John): Aug 6 will be another workday to make grab bags for children starting at 9  AM; same
day as swap day at the cc.  We Need toys for kid games
Next Meeting Aug 17- Natalie Vorst, Program and Partnership Manager, Girl Scouts of Western Ohio
will speak about how we can help the Girl Scouts   
Snacks - No snacks
Adjourn - Motion to adjourn by Tom Marok; Ed Reynolds seconded.  Meeting adjourned at 7:43PM

Respectfully submitted, Kathy Petersen, Temporary Club Secretary

Thelma Postlewaite’s Family News
Teresa Perry 4
James Markowiak 10
Kayla Haynes 12
Kahil Haynes 12
Tina Dover 19
Nancy Grove 19

Patricia Hillard 20
Lora Houttekier 21
Dan Drummond 23
Meg Barnhizer 28
Pat Motter 29
Ruth Karmol 29

CLASSES
Aug 13 & 14.  Introduction to Faceting. Instructor Chet King (419-841-4272). Chet will take up to
TWO people for this short introduction. 
Aug 27 Gemcrafter class.  Contact Bonnie Wheeler b86fiero@buckeye-express.com for more
information 
November 19-20,  2016.  Ronda Returns! - two spaces left - (Brought to you with proceeds from the
metalcrafter auction) Ronda Coryell (www.rondacoryell.com) returns for another fantastic workshop. 
This time the projects will be two rings and a hollow bead.  The workshop price is $300 with
substantial discounts for early registration, work at the club show and donation to the metalcrafter
auction.  E-mail Deb Hoffmaster (debhoffmaster@gmail.com) for details and a registration form.

GARDEN NEWS
August 4, 2016 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Jazz in the Garden
August 7, 2016 9:30 am - 12:00 pm Sunday Short Hort Robert J. Anderson Urban Agriculture Center
and Farm, Toledo Ohio
August 11, 2016 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Jazz in the Garden
August 17, 2016 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Weed & Wine Robert J. Anderson Urban Agriculture Center and
Farm, Toledo Ohio
August 18, 2016 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Jazz in the Garden
August 25, 2016 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Jazz in the Garden

FACETEERS 
Chet King will do introductory classes on the SECOND weekend of each month.  Chet will take up to
two people for this short introduction.  Call Chet (419-841-4272) for more information.  Otherwise,
contact Elie Ghanime 419-450-0160, eghanime@buckeye-express.com for more information about
faceteers or to schedule training.  



Crystals...Minerals
Cutting Stock.......Tools

New and Used
 Equipment

Buying Used Equipment
and Mineral Collections

654 Culley Rd
Holland, OH 43528

Owned and Operated by
Ed and Ruby Reynolds,
Club members
By Appointment Only:
419-382-1089 or 419-340-8801

FIELD TRIPS
     A field trip to the Sudbury Region of Canada is
planned for September.  Contact Harold Burleson
hburle@msn.com or  haroldburleson12@gmail.com  to
be informed of future field trips.  Many quarries now
require up to date Mine Safety training for admission.  

BEADERS
The Beaders meet on the third Monday of the Month at
6PM. If you are interested in beading, contact Nancy
Grove nancy7536@att.net for more information.

EXTREME BEADERS
The Extreme Beaders meet on Tuesdays beginning at
9AM.  Participants must be able to work independently
on their own projects.  If you would like to join, but need
instruction, contact Kathy Petersen mlrlyt@AOL.com for
more information. 

GEMCRAFTERS
THANK YOU CHET KING!!  For your continuous and very generous support of the Gem Crafter
Group.  Come ask us what Chet has done lately  :)
     We are proud to announce the acquisition of a THREE HEADED SPHERE MAKING MACHINE!! 
After ten years of hearing members voice their wishes for one it's finally here, as promised.  We will
be ordering the diamond grinding cups shortly and will begin training as soon as possible.  THANK
YOU CHET KING, JEFF WHEELER, AND GREG FEIGHT for making this wish come true.
    INTRODUCTION TO CABOCHON CREATION TRAINING: Due to summer vacations a class is
not scheduled for August.  We will schedule training upon request.  Please contact Natalie at
Natalie.Hill.Designs@gmail.com for information.
     THANK YOU PETE AND KATHY PETERSON!! For going above and beyond in ordering club
shirts, badges and tote bags AND spearheading the acquisition of new tables for the craft center. 
  JUNIORS
Enjoy your school vacations, go find rocks! For more information, contact Steve Shimatzki -
sjs132@gmail.com .

METALCRAFTERS
We will meet August 7,11,21 & 25. Sunday meetings are from 1:30-3:30 except the third Sunday
when we meet from 12-4.  Thursday meetings are from 6:30-8:30.  Please confirm  your attendance
by e-mailing Debby at least 24 hours in advance and pay the $2.00 session fee Please wear long
pants and sturdy shoes (no sandals) to all metalcrafter meetings. 
     We are a collaborative group.  We expect that members have their own materials and sufficient
experience to work independently.  If you are new to silver work, please register for one of the
beginning pendant classes.  If you are new to the group, but have previous experience please e-mail
me (debhoffmaster@gmail.com) to arrange orientation during a scheduled meeting. For more
information, contact Debby Hoffmaster, moderator, debhoffmaster@gmail.com   

Coming Events from Chetty King’s Flyer Table
August 1:  ISPEMING, MI  Ishpeming Rock & Mineral Club Annual Show.  Ishpeming Elks Club Hall,
597 Lakeshore Dr., Ishpeming.  9:30 - 4:30.  Contact Ernie Johnson, (906) 228-9422;
ejohnson@nmu.edu  www.ishpemingrocks.org
August 9-13:  KEWEENAW PENINSULA, MI   Copper Country Rock & Mineral Club, KEWEENAW
WEEK 2016.  Field Trips, Guest Speaker, Banquet & Benefit Auction, Open House. Pre-registration
necessary: Steve Whelan; kweek2016@up.net www.ccrmc.info



August 12-14:  GRAND RAPIDS, MI  Midwest Faceters Guild Seminar.  Tallmadge Township Hall,
01451 Leonard St. NW, Grand Rapids.  Fri 5 pm; Sat 8-5; Sun 8-4.  Contact Barbara Yost, (616)
453-9498, barbandben@gmail.com
August 12-14:  HOUGHTON, MI  Copper Country Rock & Mineral Club Annual Show and Daily
Silent Auction.  Houghton Elementary School, 302 N. Jacker Ave, Houghton.  Fri 1-8; Sat 10-6; Sun
11-3.  Contact Norm Gruber, (906) 228-6764; pres@ccrmc.info  www.ccrmc.info
August 13-14:  RICE LAKE, WI  Northwest Wisconsin Gem & Mineral Society Annual Show.  Youth
Expo Building, Barron County Fairgrounds, Hwy 48 North, Rice Lake.  Sat 10-5; Sun 10-4.  Contact
Roy Wickman, (715) 357-3223; rktswick@chibardun.net or Dave Skrupky, (715) 986-2547;
dskrupky@centurytel.net
August 20:  STEVENS POINT, WI  Heart of Wisconsin Gem & Mineral Society Rock Swap.  5609
US Hwy 10 (parking lot behind Applebee's), Stevens Point.  10-5.  Contact Sandy Brandl, (715)
326-1609; stonez@tds.net  www.heartofwisconsinrocks.com 
August 19-21:  BRIDGETON, MO  Greater St. Louis Association of Earth Science Clubs Annual
Show.  Dist. 9 Machinist Hall, 12365 St. Charles Rock Rd., Bridgeton.  Fri 3-8; Sat 10-6; Sun 11-5. 
Contact Robert Morse, (636) 462-4423; rmorse@centurytel.net  www.stlearthsci.org
August 27:  EAU CLAIRE, WI  Chippewa Valley Gem & Mineral Society Rock Swap.  Eau Clire Expo
Center Grounds, Lorch Avenue, Eau Claire.  7 - 5.  Contact Paul Tubbs, (715) 834-5747;
bizpam1@charter.net
August 27-28:  PEORIA, IL  PAS Geology Annual Show.  Travelodge, 4400 North Brandywine Dr.,
Peoria.  Sat 9-5; Sun 10-5.  Contact Jim Travis, (309) 645-3609; boatnik@aol.com 
www.pasgeology.com 
Additional Show dates are listed on the Midwest Federation website  http://www.amfed.org/mwf/  
Click on Calendar and then on the month you are interested in from the list at the left.

TIGER EYE HISTORY & FACTS: 
First of all, tiger's eye, tigereye, tiger eye and tiger-eye are all
accepted ways to write this name. 
Tiger's Eye is a durable quartz composite with the usual quartz
hardness of 7. It begins as the fibrous blue mineral called crocidolite,
which is comprised of iron & sodium. Most of us know crocidolite as
asbestos. The transformation begins when quartz becomes imbedded
between the fibers of crocidolite. This process will result in one of two
gemstones. A blue stone is called Hawk's Eye or the golden brown
stone called Tiger's Eye. 
     During the process, the asbestos is completely dissolved. But the
quartz takes on the fibrous formations and the blue color of crocidolite.
This creates the parallel lines within the gem which gives it that ever
shifting play of light and movement the stone is so loved for. This is also known as chatoyancy, the
gleam that rolls across its surface, much like the eyes of a cat. 
Even though the iron & sodium dissolve, traces of hydrated oxide of iron deposit between the
crocidolite and quartz, creating the golden color that is common to Tiger's Eye. How much of this
hydrated mineral is deposited will determine how Golden brown, red, green or blue, Tiger's Eye and
Hawk's Eye will be. The rarer blue Hawk's Eye will have only the slightest amounts. The varying
amounts of hydrated oxide of iron, actually cause several colors and mixes of color. When the color
is a greenish gray, it is called cat's-eye quartz. A golden yellow reflection on a brown stone, is called
Tiger's Eye. If the stone is blue gray or bluish, it's known as Hawk's Eye. Reddish brown, or
mahogany colored stones, are known as bull's-eye or ox-eye. 
     Up until recently tiger eye has been considered to be pseudomorph but new evidence proves
otherwise. it has long been thought that the crocidolite fibers were replaced with quartz much like the



replacement that happens in petrified wood. New evidence proves this may not be the case and that
quartz and the crocidolite co-exist. 
    Tiger eye has a fibrous structure and in the lapidary shop must be oriented properly to get the
chatoyancy and/or the "cats eye" effect. Cuts must be exactly parallel to the length of the fibers to get
the full chatoyancy. If the saw cut is perpendicular, or 90% to the fibers, you end up with a lifeless,
dark brown to black stone with no chatoyancy or light play at all. Orientation of cutting is critical to
getting good chatoyancy and color out of tiger eye. 
     These fibers in Tiger Eye may be up to about two inches long and very thin. Most are only 0.001
millimeters, or 0.000039 inches in diameter and are not always straight making it even harder at
times to cut good chatoyant stones. 
TREATMENTS:   In most cases, but not always, red tiger eye is not a natural occurrence. It is usually
the result of heating and can be done using the kitchen oven. Here's a basic recipe for heat treating
tiger eye. To protect the tiger-eye from thermal shock during heating, cover slabs of ordinary, gold
tiger eye in fine clean silica sand, at least 3" all around the slab. 
Place the metal container in a cold oven and increase the temperature by 50 degrees every hour
until it reaches 400 degrees. Then turn the oven off and DO NOT OPEN THE DOOR. Allow plenty of
time for the container to cool all the way through. (If you heat treat tiger eye to sell BE SURE you let
it be known it has been treated, it's only right and it's the law.) 
     There are natural occurrences that tiger eye can be found with red color. And other known ways
have been from brush fires where the deposits are found and also when miners would build fires next
to the seams to help crack it up into smaller pieces, remember most of these miners had nothing but
hand tools to work with. 
     Not long after tiger eye was first discovered for lapidary the world famous Idar-Oberstein
lapidaries discovered by using  hydrochloric or oxalic acid they could bleach tiger eye to an evenly
colored light, translucent yellow.  When cut properly they produced "cats eye" stones that look much
like the rare variety of chrysoberyl but can be distinguished very easily between the two by
gemologists.
     Other treatments but not usually done, never by me, but some do it. In pietersite and bighamite
stones especially, it is very common to run into pits, cracks, or voids called vugs. These are some-
times filled with wax, super glue or opticon in the last steps of sanding and polishing the stone. I
never do any of these treatments but as I said it is and has been done by others. 
    There are many other types of stones that display a "cats eye" or shimmering chatoyancy. The
word "Chatoyant" comes from the French word for "cat" or to glow like a cat's eve. Tigereye is the
anniversary gemstone for the 9th year of marriage 
     Editors Note: Remember tigereye has asbestos, so always use a face mask and/or keep tigereye
under water when sanding and polishing. 
Text From:  The Glacial Drifter, Vol. 59, No. 07, July 2016.  Article Provided by Top Gems, via The
Palomar Gem 2/05 with additions from the internet, Via Chips ‘N Splinters 5/16 & The Rockhounder
June 2016 
LITTLE BALLS:  Jewelry Bench Tips From: www.BradSmithJewelry.com & http://amzn.to/1XoblsP 
"Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" and "Broom Casting for Creative Jewelry" are available on Amazon 
     I often use little balls of silver and gold as accent pieces on my designs. They can be made as
needed from pieces of scrap. Cut the scrap into little pieces, put them on a solder pad and melt them
with a torch. Then throw the balls into a small cup of pickle. If you need to make all the balls the
same size, you need the same amount of metal to melt each time. The best way to do that is to clip
equal lengths of wire. But there's an easier way to get a good supply of balls. Some casting grain
comes in near perfect ball form. Just grab your tweezers and pick out the ones you need. When you
need larger quantities of balls, pour the casting grain out onto a baking pan, tilt the pan a bit, and let
all the round pieces roll to the bottom. Bag the good ones, and pour the rest back into your bag for
casting. Balls can be sorted into different sizes using multiple screens. 




