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Message from the President 
 
Hello Fellow Club Members! 
 

  I would like to thank everyone who donated and bought 
items for the Metal Crafter’s auction.  Thanks also go out 
to Tom Marok who gave us a wonderful fossil presentation 
at our last meeting.  As the weather warms up, I know that 
I will give Fossil Park a visit as I hope you will too. 
 

Speaking of warmer weather, I found a couple of crocuses 
peeking up through the ground in my rock garden.  No 
matter how many I have it always seems that it needs a 
couple of new rocks every year.  Admiring the rocks, I got 
an itch; The rock hounding itch!  Let’s face it!  We all get 
“the itch”, otherwise all of us wouldn’t belong to this 
wonderful club.  I find myself perusing the internet in 
search of fee pay mines, pits and stream beds where I can 
find gem stones and other interesting rocks. This is also 
the time to locate my special tool bin in the basement.  
 This is the best time of year to take the opportunity to 
check that all my rock hounding equipment is in good 
condition and is ready to use at a moment’s notice.  Now, 
all I need to do register for my Mine Safety Certification 
class that our Club will be offering this Spring and I will be 
all set for some new rock adventures! 
 

So, along with getting ready for rock adventures, we have 
several events to look forward to in the months to come.  
Along with the mine safety class, there is the Spring Open 
House, new guest speakers, new metal craft classes and 
of course the Spring Potluck!  So, mark your calendars and 
make sure you don’t miss out by coming to the next 
meeting on March 15th at 7pm.  See you there! 
 

Catherine Clevenz,  President 
 

clevenz@gmail.com 

 

President 
Catherine Clevenz  
mailto: clevenz@gmail.com  
419-340-5276 

Vice-President 
Tom Barnhizer 
superscouts258@gmail.com 
419-885-0848 

Treasurer 
Michelle Grigore 
mailto:Mgrigoretgrh@gmail.com  
419-829-6226 

Secretary 
vacantmailto:glassman@buckeye-
express.com  

Sgt.-At-Arms 
Chet King 
cljrking@accesstoledo.com  
419-841-4272 

Board Members 
Harold Burleson 
419-704-6662 
haroldburleson12@gmail.com  
mailto:hburle@msn.comhburle@msn.com  
Elie Ghanime 419-450-0160 
eghanime@buckeye-express.com  
Kathy Petersen 419-536-6606 
mlrlyt@AOL.com  

Past President 

Deb Hoffmaster 

debhoffmaster@gmail.com 

517-265-6284 

Membership  
Steve Shimatzki 
419-861-0147 
sjs132@gmail.com  

Show Chairperson 
Steve Shimatzki 

Rocky Reader Editor Tom Barnhizer 
Co-Editor Audry Senghas 
mailto: asenghas5@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:clevenz@gmail.com
mailto:debhoffmaster@gmail.com
mailto:clevenz@gmail.com
mailto:superscouts258@gmail.com
mailto:Mgrigoretgrh@gmail.com
mailto:glassman@buckeye-express.com
mailto:glassman@buckeye-express.com
mailto:cljrking@accesstoledo.com
mailto:haroldburleson12@gmail.com
mailto:hburle@msn.com
mailto:hburle@msn.com
mailto:eghanime@buckeye-express.com
mailto:mlrlyt@AOL.com
mailto:debhoffmaster@gmail.com
mailto:sjs132@gmail.com
mailto:asenghas5@gmail.com


 
The Toledo Gem and Rockhound Board Meeting Minutes 

February 10, 2017 
6:30 p.m. in the Craft Center 

  
Attendance: Cathy Clevenz, Debra Hoffmaster, Elie Ghanime, Chester King, Sr., Harold Burleson, Kathy Petersen, Tom 
Barnhizer, Steve Shimatzki, Michelle Grigore 
   
Secretary Report- Michelle presented the report.  
MOTION- Deb made a motion to approve the report as presented and Tom seconded. The vote was unanimous.  
 
Treasurer’s Report – Michelle presented the January financials (attached to these minutes).  
MOTION: Tom made a motion to accept the report and Elie seconded; the motion passed unanimously.  
 
FOLLOW UP: Cathy asked about the annual audit and Michelle reported that it would be completed this weekend, and 
sent to the Board in writing before the Feb. Club Meeting as prescribed in Club By-laws.  
 
Old Business:  
Need for a Secretary – Julia Gehring was asked to be Secretary for the club, but declined. Her father Fritz, said he would 
be a substitute Secretary as needed but did not want the appointment as regular Secretary. Michelle brought up Joe 
Motter, who was very active in the club and currently functions as Sunshine Chair. Many agreed that he would be a 
good choice. The Board also discussed purchasing a recording device to help document Club meetings.  
MOTION: Steve made a motion for the club to purchase a recording device for the purpose of taking minutes/recording 
Club meeting business. Michelle seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
FOLLOW UP: Cathy will ask Joe if he would serve in the Secretary’s position.  
 
Club Policies: Michelle and Steve have been reviewing the Rocky Readers from 20016 – 2016 for any policies or 
procedures brought forward to the membership. Discussion involved the policies and procedures found thus far. No 
action was taken.  
 
By-laws Update: Tom reported that the committee has been formed and they have a copy of the Dec. 2014 By-laws, 
passed by the Club members in Jan. 2015. Discussion included items to be changed or included in those by-laws, which 
Tom took note of. He expects to have a draft to the Board in March or April.  
 
Geode Cracker for Teacher: The teacher was put in touch with Ed about purchasing a used geode cracker for her 
classroom. In the meantime, she rented a soil pipe and completed the activities for this year. No action was taken.  
 
New Business: 
Teen Programming: Tom noted that the Midwest Federation has curriculum for a youth program and wanted Board 
discussion about increasing youth participation in the club. Discussion ensued with history of the Girl Scout program 
that Chet ran until the Cincinnati Headquarters of Girl Scouts declined to allow the Toledo Chapter to participate about 
3 years ago. The existing Juniors Program was created to function like the Midwest Federation model, with adjustments 
for the interests of the group. Steve is currently the Junior Moderator. Tom felt that we should reach out to scouting 
and youth groups to get more youth involved. The Board agreed that this would be a good thing, but no formal action 
was taken.  
 
Show and Tell: Cathy noted that the club used to have a member Show and Tell session during some meetings and she 
would like to bring that back. Tom organizes the programs for Club Meetings and members of the Board suggested that 
summer would be a good time to reinstate Show and Tell. The Club also held a cabochon cutting contest that would be 
fun to run again. Holding light-hearted “ugliest rock” contests or other competitions was also discussed. The goal is to 
allow members to shine, to get to know each other better and to bring fun and levity to Club Meetings.  
 



Craft Center Cleaning:  Cathy noted the condition of the floor and oil on surfaces; she would like a cleaner presentation 
during the weekly Open Hours that Toledo Botanical Gardens is asking of every Resident Organization. Discussion 
ensued about the fact that this was a work shop and would have oil and rock dust and metal shavings each week. The 
Board generally agreed that an epoxy floor put over the tiles (with a roughening surface agent) would be the best 
option.  
FOLLOW UP: Cathy and/or Tom will get TBG’s permission to alter the floor first.  
 
Guidelines for Open Houses: The Open House Chair arranges all the vendors and logistics for two “shows” a year in 
TBG’s Conference Center. Vendors and the club raffles help cover the cost of these Open Houses. The current Chair, 
Nancy Grove, has guidelines in place where no more than 30% of the items were non-club related. Spouses of members 
are permitted to bring their crafts and sell along with their member Husbands or Wives. This was implemented to 
enhance the family feel of the Club. Those Open House policies are in the handbook given to the President. No action 
was taken.  
 
Doors and Locks ; There was general discussion about the keypad door lock and the concern that people were entering 
the Craft Center outside of posted work sessions, classes and workshops. Several times items were moved or lights left 
on. It was suggested that a keypad system that records who has entered and when might help; but many felt the cost 
was too great and no equipment has been stolen. Discussion turned to the back door and the need to upgrade to a 
compliant fire exit door.  
MOTION: Tom made a motion to place a work order with TBG to replace the door with one compliant with fire codes. 
Elie seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Stranahan Festival and Village: Steve brought up the Stranahan’s offer to have TGRC run the Artist Village May 20-21. 
Discussion ensued about the fact that twenty vendors would have to be secured with each paying $100 to $150 for a 
10’ x10’ space. Several Board members felt this was too much work and money. The proposal also called for using our 
logo and calling it the Toledo Gem and Rockhound Artist Village- which several Board members objected to because of 
the difficulty and likelihood of low vendor sales. The sentiment of a majority of the Board was that we don’t want to 
spearhead this, but we could certainly help publicize the need for vendors to members and others.  
 
Bugfest – The Board also discussed the request to participate in Bugfest in August at Secor Metropark. It is a family 
event focused on insects and hosts booths from local organizations. Several Board members felt there was little 
likelihood of vendor sales and no direct connection to Club mission.  
 
Personal Notice of Board Meetings : the last item of discussion was the need to send Board Members personal emails 
of the date/time of Board meetings because the Rocky Reader notice was buried. Cathy agreed this would be done.  
 
MOTION: Elie made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:57 p.m. and Tom seconded. The meeting was adjourned.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Michelle T. Grigore 
 

THERE WILL BE NO BOARD MEETING FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 

 

THE NEXT BOARD MEETING WILL BE 

APRIL 14, 2017 AT 4:00pm 

 

 

The Toledo Gem and Rockhound Club Meeting Minutes 
February 15, 2017 

7:00 p.m. TBG Conference Center 
 
There were 30 members present: the Membership Chair has the sign-in sheet 



 
The meeting began with a 25 min. presentation by Tom Marok on Fossil Park and the Devonian Age fossils to 
be found in our area.  
 
Secretary’s report: The minutes from Jan. were sent in the Rocky Reader as noted by acting secretary, 
Michelle Grigore. Tom Marok made a motion to accept the minutes as presented, Steve Schmatzki seconded 
and the motion passed unianimously.  
 
Treasurer’s report: Michelle G. presented the audit report from 2015 to the members; past Treasurer Pete 
Petersen made the job very easy and kept excellent books. Written copies were available at the meeting. Tom 
M. made a motion to accept the audit as presented, Steve S. seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Michelle then reported out the Jan. 1-31 financials; a written summary report was available to members and 
the full Quickbooks report given to the Board at their Feb. meeting. Katherine Smarkle made a motion to 
accept the Treasurer’s report as preented, Elie G. seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Michelle presented the 2017 budget (copies were available for all members). Steve S. noted that McCaw’s 
was renewing their Rocky Reader ad, so the income line for that would be $60 higher than on the budget. 
Tonia motioned to accept the budget as presented, Steve S. seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Old Business: 
Open Houses for 2017 – President Clevens confirmed the May 6 and Nov. 11 dates in the TBG Conference 
Center. Nancy is the Open House Chair and has established guidelines that include 60% or more of the items 
must be club-related. Spouses can bring other items for sale. To arrange for a table at an Open House, please 
contact Nancy or Catherine C. More information will be in the Rocky Reader.  
 
Saturday TBG Open Hours – As required by our 2017 lease, the club has been keeping the Craft Center open 
on Saturdays, but no members of the public have been in to visit. Discussion centered on the isolation of the 
Craft Center from the rest of the Garden and lack of signs directing people to the site.  
 
By-Law Update – Tom noted that the committee has guidelines and is reviewing the existing by-laws with a 
goal to have them to the club in April. Some articles will be reorganized and a few formatting changes are in 
the works.  
 
Officer Meeting with TBG – Tom and Cathy met with Executive Director Karen and covered the need to fix the 
back fire exit of the Craft Center and the flooding in the parking lot. Karen said TBG would look into the door 
issue and had little recourse for the flooding except to look at drainage additions. Paving was not financially 
possible. With the demolition of the old caretaker house, the parking for the Craft Center may move to that 
site and make flooding less of an issue.  
 
New Business:  
Doors and Locks – President Clevens has been busy changing the Craft Center codes and Annex locks to 
reduce incidents of unauthorized use. She will issue the door codes and keys to those who need them.  
 
Reinstituting Show and Tell and Other Club Activities – To further comraderie, knowledge of members and 
add levity to club meetings, Cathy would like to bring back Show and Tell sessions, rock ID, Ugly Rock and 
Cabochon Competitions or other novel things that promote a closer bond. Club members agreed this would 
be fun and were on board. Tom will be implementing this through monthly meetings outside of the annual 
potluck and auctions.  



 
Girl Scout Activity Guide for Leaders – It costs just $35 to advertise in the GS of Western Lake Erie scout 
activity guide, which reaches 55,000 girls. Members agreed this was money well spent, so Steve S. made a 
motion to approve this expenditure, Tom M. seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Reports:  
 
TBG Liaison – The club needs volunteers for the Garden’s Feb. 25th Seed Swap and Plant Sale on Mother’s 
Day. As part of our lease, the TGRC is required to give volunteer hours to the Gardens.  
 
Gem Crafters – JOINT GEM CRAFTER / METALCRAFT WORK SESSION.  Terri, Steve and the Metalcraft 

members will be joining us again on Wednesday, March 8 during our regular meeting time from 6:15 to 
9:00 pm.  Trained members can work on our equipment or in the Metalcraft area or both if you 
choose. Visitors are always welcome. 
APRIL ANNUAL GEM CRAFTER AUCTION AND BUY IT NOW SALE!!  Our annual fundraising event is to be 
held immediately before and immediately after the April club meeting.  Donations appreciated are rocks, 
slabs, cabochons, faceted stones and faceting rough, jewelry making components, wire, tools, club related 
books, finished jewelry, gift cards to local stores, cakes, pies, homemade cookies, tool boxes, club related 
equipment, any new or good clean item as long as we don't have to feed it. Donations can be brought to 

any Gem Crafter work session.  Meetings are the usual Wed and Thursdays this month and next. 
 

MARCH CAB OF THE MONTH: PETRIFIED WOOD.  Get your slab beginning March 1st for our  
      usual low, low price of $2. 
 
Metal Crafter – Meetings will be March 8, 12, 23 and 26th.  A new group member PENDANT CLASS is 

scheduled for March 16.  PRECIOUS METAL CLAY LEAF PENDANT CLASS will be April 2.  Terri and Steve 
have been busy training new metalsmiths and welcoming many returning club members to this revitalized 

group. Please contact Terri at TerriLJones54@gmail.com or Terri.Jones@Promedica.com for more info or to 

register for a training class.  Terri is willing to do individual training for those unable to attend a scheduled 
class. 
 
Extreme Beaders  - Kathy said they are on their regular Tuesday schedule. 
 
Facetors – No one has expressed an interest in beginning faceting. Elie needs several members to sign up for 
this session before he will schedule it.  
 
Sunshine – Amy Shufeldt lost her mother-in-law this week. Condolences were sent from the club.  
 
Beaders – Nancy reported that Beaders will resume their third Monday meetings through November.  
 
Juniors – Steve S. noted their next meeting is 2/26 and they may switch from the 4th Sun to the 4th Sat. and 
keep the Craft Center open as required by the Gardens that day.  
 
Field Trips – Harold said he is tentatively scheduling a MSHA class so sign up by emailing him of your interest. 
No firm date yet, but should be late-March or early-April. Be sure to use the gmail address as the other is not 
checked.  
 
Gem Show – Steve S. noted that the committee will begin meeting in March to plan the Sept. show.  
 
 
 
Other Items:  

mailto:TerriLJones54@gmail.com
mailto:Terri.Jones@Promedica.com


 
Audrey Senghaus asked if we could set up some field trips to see museums that exhibit minerals. Others 
agreed this would be a good idea.  
 
Adjourn:  
Tom M. made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 p.m., Wayne Pringle seconded and the meeting was 
adjourned 
 
 
Metal Crafter Auction:  
The silent auction began at 6:45 p.m., adjourned during the meeting and continued till 8:20 p.m.  The 
Treasurer later noted that $567 was generated for equipment and material purchase thanks to the generous 
bids of members.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Michelle T. Grigore 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS (as of September 2016): 
Scott McMunn, of Toledo 
Michael Goulding of Toledo 
Tiffany Spalding of Swanton 
Jenae Williams of Toledo 
Denise Helmick of Toledo 
Barb Carpenter of Toledo 
Christine Anderson of Toledo 
Suzanne Beavis of Perrysburg 
Mary Lou Kennelly of Toledo 
Patricia Ball of Temperance, MI 
Caroll Anderson of Pioneer, OH 

Teresa Perry of Toledo 
Rodney Guy of Toledo 
Linda Erblard of Toledo 
Peggy Wammes of Fremont, OH 
Alexa Lang of Toledo 
Shavaun Andrews of Toledo 
Benjamin Luvoc of Swanton, OH 
Maggie Myers of Wayne, OH 
Dave Hanson of Findlay, OH 

Newest Member: Brian King   Feb 19th

 

TBG: In the Garden Events 

Short Hort Education Series 
Session 2a, The Informed Gardener 
While the allure of using Ammonium, beer, egg shells, soap 
and garlic may be intriguing-what’s the science behind the 
practice?  
 

Session 2b, Ponds and Such 
Learn how to make your experience of installing and managing 
a water garden or Koi pond go swimmingly. 
 

March 11, 2017 

9:00 am – Noon 
Toledo Botanical Garden Greenhouse (park in Bancroft lot). 

Fee: $25 per session /$20 for TBG members 

Call to register: (419) 536-2039 
 

 

 

Thelma Postlewate’s Family News: March Birthdays

http://www.toledogarden.org/locations/toledo-botanical-garden/


 Amberlyn Gillis  1 
 Jeff Erdman  1 
 Julia Gehring  11 
 Edwin F "Fritz" Gehring  11 

Lucette Jones  13 
Sedric Shimatzki  15 
Dain Allen Monhollen  21 
Melissa Amonette  22

 

FACETEERS  
 Elie Ghaime teaches a full 2-days of faceting theory for up to 12 people at the time, if you are 
interested please send me an email confirmation to: therockman@gmail.com .     Chet King will teach 
hands-on faceting classes on the SECOND weekend of the month.  Chet will take up to two people 
for this short introduction.  Call Chet (419-841-4272) for more information.  

  

FIELD TRIPS 
Contact Harold Burleson hburle@msn.com or  haroldburleson12@gmail.com  to be informed of 
future field trips.  Many quarries now require up to date Mine Safety training for admission. 
   

BEADERS 
The Beaders meet on the third Monday of the Month at 6PM. If you are interested in beading, contact 
Nancy Grove nancy7536@att.net for more information. 
 

EXTREME BEADERS 
The Extreme Beaders meet on Tuesdays beginning at 9AM.  Participants must be able to work 
independently on their own projects.  If you would like to join, but need instruction, contact Kathy 
Petersen mlrlyt@AOL.com for more information.  
 

GEMCRAFTERS 
The Gem Crafters meet on Wednesdays beginning at 6:30 PM and Thursdays beginning at 12:00 
PM.  (Closed every third Wednesday due to the club meeting).   
 
 

   JUNIORS
   
The Juniors have elected to change our current meeting schedule to 
the 4th Saturday of every month from 2-4 pm.. 
 
Our junior members are age 6 (ish) up to age 17 and we focus 
depending on interest of the regular attendees.  If you have 
something you are interested learning or doing with the Junior 
group, don't hesitate to ask, Your input is important and I try and set 
up the meetings to learn about and do stuff that you and the other 
Juniors want to know about.  More advanced juniors may be given 
independent projects to share their results with the group. 
 
Juniors is a "hands on" type of group where I pass around samples 
and we learn together.  Questions are encouraged by the juniors 
and I will answer them or identify their rocks from home to the best 
of my ability.  There are usually take home samples also.   We do 
ask at least one parent be available with you to help and learn with 
you.   It is more enjoyable that way and I know you will get more out 
of it when you have a "buddy" at home to help. 
 
The March juniors will talk about ways to polish rocks including 
things for home projects like rock tumblers. 

 

 
 

 

 

Crystals...Minerals 

Cutting Stock.......Tools 

New & Used Equipment 
 

Buying Used Equipment 
and Mineral Collections 

 654 Culley Rd 

Holland, OH 43528 
Owned and Operated by 
Ed and Ruby Reynolds,  
Club members 
By Appointment Only: 

419-337-0041 or 419-340-8801 

 

 

R & E ROCKS 

mailto:therockman@gmail.com
mailto:hburle@msn.com
mailto:haroldburleson12@gmail.com
mailto:nancy7536@att.net
mailto:mlrlyt@AOL.com


     Any other questions about the juniors, Please ask Steve Shimatzki.   E-mail: sjs132@gmail.com   
or call: 567-868-8794 
 
 

METALCRAFTERS 

IMPORTANT UPDATE:  Metalcrafters Terri is planning a PMC Leaf Class on April 2nd with one 
opening remaining. Please e-mail Terri Jones, terriljones54@gmail.com for more information. 
 

Upcoming Events from Chet King’s Flyer Table 
 
The following is a partial listing of upcoming events in our region and around the country. Let us know 
if you visit any. 
 

MARCH 2017 

4-5th LIVONIA, MI; 45th Annual Special Auction, Roamin Club, Sat 11 - 6; Sun 12 - 6  Vistatech Center Bldg 
Schoolcraft Community College, 18600 Haggerty Rd., Livonia  Contact:  Todd Gass (248) 348-5093 

17-18th JACKSON, MI: The Michigan Gem & Mineral Society annual show at the Jackson County Fairgrounds 
American One Event Center, 200 W. Ganson St., Jackson, MI,. Fri 10am-7pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-
5pm. Adults $4, Seniors $2, Students $1, 5 & Under free. Girl/Boy Scouts & Military personnel in uniform 
free. http://www.mgmsrockclub.com For Information & Questions contact Sally Hoskin at: (517) 522-
3396 info@mgmsrockclub.com 

March 2017 (cont) 

25th - TAYLOR, MI Annual Metro Rock Swap. Hosted by the Midwest Mineralogical and Lapidary Society.  
13115 Telegraph Rd., Taylor, MI  Contact: (734) 837-8920; ; Free Admission. Swap-Sell-Buy 
website: www.mmls.us 

April 

8-9th Columbus, Ohio 43RD Annual Central Ohio Mineral, Fossil, Gem & Jewelry Show & Sale, Northland 

Performing Arts Center, 4411 Tamarack Blvd., Columbus, Ohio 43229 in Northland Village West of Menards 

and behind the new Kroger. Free parking. Sat 10 AM-6 PM & Sun. 11AM-5PM, Adults $7, Seniors $6, Youth 

6-16 $3; FREE under 6yrs, Scouts in uniform & 4H, Teachers & Military with ID. Dealer contact: Craig Kramer 

614-436-4511 or craig.kramer@wowwary.com 

 

Jade (Jadeite – Nephrite) 

Jade is the name used to describe either of two hard, dense, usually green gemstones. The more highly 
prized of the two is Jadeite -- the other is Nephrite. Both jadestones take a high polish. Both have been 
carved into jewelry, ornaments, small sculptures and tools from the earliest recorded times. 

Jadeite and nephrite differ in both crystalline structure and chemical 
composition. In both minerals, the microscopic crystals are tightly 
interlocked to form a compact aggregate. Jadeite is a silicate of 
sodium and aluminum and is classed as a pyroxene. Nephrite is a 
silicate of calcium and magnesium belonging to the amphibole group 
of minerals; it is usually called a form of Tremolite. 

Both jadestone types may be white or colorless, but may occur as 
red, green, brown, purple, yellow or gray due to the presence of iron, 
chromium or manganese. There are also wide variations of 

mailto:sjs132@gmail.com
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translucency in both minerals. The most highly prized variety is jadeite of an emerald-green hue. The two 
different types of jadestones, when worked and polished, can be distinguished by their appearance. The 
luster of polished nephrite is oily; that of jadeite is glassy. Some colors are also specific to one mineral or 
the other. The popular emerald-green jewelry jades are usually jadeite. The main source of gem-quality 
jadeite is northern Myanmar (Burma). Nephrite occurrence is more geographically widespread, including 
North America. [Jade (or more commonly Nephrite) has been found along the Northwest coast of North 
America in rivers, beaches and in geologic formations; sometimes as cobbles and occasionally in megalithic 
blocks. Rockhound collectors are often rewarded with jadeite stones in remote beaches of Oregon following 
major storms. The Inuit peoples of Alaska have used Jade for ornaments and jewelry for a millennium.] 

Because both jadestones are hard, tough and keep a good edge, they were fashioned into tools by Neolithic 
peoples in many parts of the world. The best-known finds are from the lake dwellings of Switzerland, 
western France and China. When stone-based Neolithic cultures were succeeded by those bronze and iron, 
jade gradually lost its value in all but a few regions of the world. 

Jade and jade carving are associated predominantly with the Chinese, who, from the Neolithic period, were 
carving jade into tools and simple cult objects in the form of flat donut-shaped disks. Nowhere else has 
jade been worked with such skill in such a long and unbroken tradition. For thousands of years, the Chinese 
carved only nephrite from within its own provinces. Not until the 18th century, did they begin to work 
jadeite when large quantities began entering the country from Myanmar. 

The Aztecs, Mayas and other Native American peoples of Mexico and Central America carved jadeite for use 
as ornaments, amulets and badges of rank. Nearly all of these Meso-American jades are of various shades 
of green, with emerald green the most highly prized color among the Aztecs. The appreciation of jade died 
out in Meso-America after the Spanish conquest in the 16th century. 

Several varieties of the mineral serpentine resemble nephrite and are sometimes sold as such, but they can 
be distinguished by their relative softness. Another deceptive practice is that of dyeing colorless pieces of 
jade green to simulate high-quality stone. 
 

JADEITE 

Chemistry Crystal System Hardness 

 Na(Al,Fe)Si2O6  Monoclinic 6.5 - 7.0 

Cleavage  Fracture Specific Gravity 

 Prismatic Difficult, splintery 3.3 - 3.5 

Color, Transparency 

& Luster 
 VARIETIES  

- Color colorless, 

white, light green, 

white, red-brown, 

yellow-brown, violet, 

lilac 

- Streak translucent to 

opaque 

- Luster glassy 

 

 

NEPHRITE 

Chemistry Crystal System Hardness 

 Ca2(Mg,Fe)Si8O22(OH2)  Monoclinic 5.0 - 6.0 

Cleavage  Fracture Specific Gravity 



 Prismatic 
Subconchoidal to 

Uneven 
3.0- 3.3 

Color, Transparency 

& Luster 
 VARIETIES  

- Color colorless, white, 

light green, white, red-

brown, yellow-brown, 

violet, lilac 

- Streak translucent to 

opaque 

- Luster oily to silky 

 

 
Thanks to Bob Katz: DesertUSA Webpage 

 
For a full calendar of events and activities visit the “Events Page” of the Toledo Gem & Rockhound 
Club web-site at http://www.rockyreader.com/Home/Events  and use the arrow pad to select the 
month. Printed calendars will be available in the craft center and distributed at monthly meetings. 
 

On Facebook?  So is the club along with postings from members and lots of pictures! 
 Please, comment, post your own photos and "LIKE" us! 

 https://www.facebook.com/ToledoRockhounds 
 

5403 Elmer Dr, To ledo , OH 43615  
 

http://www.rockyreader.com/Home/Events
https://www.facebook.com/ToledoRockhounds

