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From the Desk of the President


As I’m writing this, I’m looking out the window at the rain and 
dreary weather. I won’t let it get me down, instead I’m making 
plans to attend all the fun classes and events we are having this 
month. We are delighted to have Erik Rintamaki for our speaker 
at the Wednesday, March 15th meeting. Erik is better known as 
the “Yooperlite Guy”.                                                    (Go to pg 2)


Toledo Gem & Rockhound Club
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Sign up Now!
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From the Desk of the President (cont.)


He discovered Yooperlites on the 
shores of Lake Superior. There will be 
a meet and greet with Erik at 6:30pm. 
He will have various fluorescent lights 
and Yooperlites for you to check out 
before his speech at 7pm. Hope to see 
everyone there. 


Thank you Joanna and Sarah for 
taking the time from their busy 
schedules to teach classes in February. 
Everyone had a good time. We had 
new members join as a result of these 
classes. Sarah will have another class 
on March 18th. Class size is limited so 
hurry and sign up before it’s too late. 


At the February meeting, we chose a 
theme for this year’s show. It is 
“Treasures Unearthed”. This is a fun 
theme because we know everyone is a 
treasure hunter always on the lookout 
for that special rock or mineral. 


We will distribute the scholarship 
money to UT and BGSU at the April 
meeting. We should be proud of the 
amount we raised from our raffle sales 
at our show last year. 


Happy Spring!


Diane Bieber 

quartz1tgrc@gmail.com

“Treasures Unearthed” is the 
theme for this year’s show. 
Keep your eyes open for new 
club swag!


  Make-n-Take Classes: We are having 
another leather with copper bracelet 
make-n-take class this month. Sarah 
Speer is the instructor. This class will 
be Saturday March 18th 12-3pm and 
space is limited so contact Michelle 
Grigore as soon as possible to reserve 
your spot. Flyer and info included in 
this newsletter. 


Check the website calendar to make 
sure the class or work session has not 
been cancelled, especially if Lucas 
County calls for a Level 2 emergency. 


Happy St Patrick’s Day 

Rocky Reader	 March 2023

March Birthstone: Aquamarine, Be3Al2(SiO3)6, 
a variety of the mineral beryl. Beryl generally forms inside 
granites as magma (molten rock) cools deep inside the 
Earth. Beryl comes in many different colors, ranging from 
clear to the deep green of the stones we know as 
emeralds. Aquamarine, though, is usually blue-green in 
color due to the presence of iron within the mineral's 
structure. Less desirable yellow or clear aquamarines can 
be heat-treated to produce the vibrant blue-green hue.

Fluorescent 
Sodalite 

“Yooperlite”

mailto:quartz1tgrc@gmail.com
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What’s Up In The CLUB?
www.rockyreader.com

  Organizing is already underway for 
the Toledo Gem & Rockhound Club’s 
September 2023 show and advance 
publicity is being planned. First order 
of business was to create a slogan or 
show theme for the event. Club 
President Diane Bieber sent out a call 
for ideas to club members challenging 
them to come up with a theme for this 
year. A prize for the winning entry 
was promised. Members 
enthusiastically responded with 18 
different ideas, which were shared 
and voted on at the February club 
meeting. The final choice selected by 
the members is “Treasures 
Unearthed,” submitted by Jim Novak. 


Jim explained his inspiration. “Since 
the gems, minerals, crystals, and even 
the metals we cherish and use to make 
our treasures are all mined from the 
Earth, ‘Treasures Unearthed’ seemed 
to sum it up nicely.” The prize of 
$20.00 was given to Jim, who 
promptly donated it back to the club.


Thanks to all who participated and 
shared their many clever ideas. This 
can be seen as proof that the club’s 
creativity isn’t limited to crafting 
outstanding gems and jewelry!


                      Submitted by Jim Nowak 

Beaders met Monday 2/27/23 12-2pm 
with 5 in attendance and we learned 
how to wire wrap an oval cabochon 
with 18 gauge and 20 gauge round 
copper wire in a simple, no-swirl 
design.

Metal Crafters were busy with classes 
and work sessions last month. We had 3 
well attended textured ring forming 
classes with Joanna Toepfer and a sold 
out leather and copper bracelet class 
with Sarah Speer. Work Sessions on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Saturdays 
produced some fun finished pieces 
including flame painted titanium cuffs 
by Kiara. Please send photos of your 
finished projects to Kealy for 
publication on social media or in our 
newsletter.

http://www.rockyreader.com
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Upcoming Rock Show Events

Rocky Reader      March 2023

Contact us to 
advertise here

Toledo Gem & Rockhound Club


www.rockyreader.com


TGRC Craft Center


2453 Tremainsville RD Unit B


Toledo, OH 43613

http://www.rockyreader.com
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VISIT ROCKYREADER.COM FOR UPDATES AND FULL CALENDAR

http://ROCKYREADER.COM
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LEATHER BRACELET CLASS WITH SARAH SPEER
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Field Trips
Geode Exploration and Hiking 
Devils Backbone            
Crawfordsville, Indiana           
Weekend of May 13th and 14th


Explore if you dare!! 


This one is for the fit and fearless. 


Keep an eye on our Facebook Group 
“Toledo Gem & Rockhound Club” for 
links, maps, and meet ups for this trip. 

More information can be found on 
www.hikingproject.com 


Google search “Devils Backbone Indiana” and 
when the website of fyrnelake.com shows up 
about geodes, it will give detailed directions on 
the best place to find them. It says near 
Mitchell, Indiana, drive through Tunnelton 
into a one lane tunnel under a railroad track 
and as soon as you exit the tunnel, GEODES 
are visible in a small creek off to the right. 
This tunnel marks the entrance of Geode 
Country. ~Kevin of Fyrne Lake

Contact Ray Kuras for details

http://www.hikingproject.com
http://fyrnelake.com
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Toledo Gem Rockhound Club 

2453 Tremainsville Rd Unit B, Toledo, OH 43613

www.rockyreader.com 419-531-8124


PRESIDENT

DIANE BIEBER 

QUARTZ1TGRC@GMAIL.COM

VICE PRESIDENT

KEALY GOODALE

KEALYGOODALE@GMAIL.COM

TREASURER

GLEN TOEPFER

TREASURERTGRC@GMAIL.COM


SECRETARY 

CHARLES CAMPOS

CCAMPOS711@YAHOO.COM

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

TODD GOODALE

MAINTENANCETODD66@GMAIL.COM


PAST PRESIDENT

JOANNA TOEPFER

JOANNA@CQASOLUTIONS.CO

BOARD MEMBER/SHOW CHAIR

JERRI HEER

JHEERX6@AOL.COM


BOARD MEMBER

STEVE STALKER

SSTALKER@BEX.NET

BOARD MEMBER

MIKE CAMERON

MICHAEL.CAMERON@UTOLEDO.EDU

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR

MICHELLE GRIGORE

MGRIGORETGRH@GMAIL.COM

SOCIAL MEDIA DIRECTOR

KEALY GOODALE

KEALYGOODALE@GMAIL.COM

WEBSITE EDITOR

STEVE STALKER

SSTALKER@BEX.NET

JUNIORS CHAIR

KEALY GOODALE

KEALYGOODALE@GMAIL.COM

SUNSHINE CHAIR

LINDA MCCONAHEY

567-277-8238

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

KEALY GOODALE

KEALYGOODALE@GMAIL.COM

WE INVITE MEMBERS AND VISITORS TO JOIN US EACH MONTH ON THE THIRD WEDNESDAY @7:00 PM AT OUR TGRC CRAFT CENTER 2453 
TREMAINSVILLE RD UNIT B, TOLEDO, OH 43613 FOR CLUB UPDATES, AUCTIONS, SPECIAL SPEAKERS AND PRESENTATIONS. WE WILL BE 
HONORED TO HAVE AT THE GENERAL MEETING ON WEDNESDAY MARCH 15TH 6:30PM, ERIK RINTAMAKI, THE “YOOPERLITE” GUY. THE 

FOLLOWING MONTH ON APRIL 19TH 7:00PM, WE WILL PRESENT THE SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS TO BOTH UT AND BGSU WE COLLECTED FROM 
THE CLUB RAFFLE AT LAST YEAR’S ANNUAL ROCK SHOW. 

Club Meeting 
YOU’RE INVITED 
3rd Wednesday of 

each month

http://www.rockyreader.com
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