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Greetings All!

We are starting the year off with a bang! Those of you who joined us
for the January meeting were treated to a great presentation by
Jessica Hull, Paleobiologist, who spoke about the prehistoric life in
our area. We hope to bring in more exciting speakers and programs
in the future. Thank you to Jim Nowak for arranging this one.

As a club, we need to be looking towards our future. As many of you
have also experienced in recent years, the economy and rising
expenses have had a negative impact on our club’s finances. The
Board has been examining our income vs expenses, seeing a trend
where our expenses exceed our income at a rate of about $5000 per
year. We need to either increase our income, decrease our expenses
or both.

One way of decreasing our expenses would be to secure a 501(c)3
status with the IRS. We are actively pursuing this possibility. The
affect of this would decrease the taxes we pay as well as make it
more advantageous for individuals to make tax deductible donations
to the club.

The Board has also made some decisions to help defray some of our
increasing overhead cost: rent, utilities and consumable materials.

Effective February 1st, the following changes will begin in our fee
structure for classes, work sessions etc:
1. Sessions which incur a daily fee will increase from $2 per session
to $3 per session
2. Sessions which incur an hourly fee will increase from $2 per hour
to $3 per hour

Looking to the future we have approved an increase in our
membership fees. This adjustment will not go into effect until the
2027 membership year.

We will also be increasing the number of classes we offer in new skill
areas. We would love to have more of our members volunteer to
teach various skill sets to more of our members. The more we have
to offer, the more we can bring in new members interested in
lapidary arts.

We’ll continue to bring new ideas to improve our offerings, improve
our club, educate our members and the public. Help us keep the ball
rolling! Contact a Board member with your great ideas!

Jerri Heer
2026 President

https://www.gia.edu/birthstones
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Make Your First Pendant- for beginning metal
smiths: you will learn how to cut metal,

make a bezel and back plate, solder, polish
and set a stone in a 2-hr session with one of

the Moderators. A fee of $15 covers the
copper, cabochon, soldering and polishing

materials needed to complete your pendant.
Contact Michelle at Mgrigore tgrh@gmail.com

to schedule your session.

*for metal smiths who have satisfactorily
completed the pendant session or have

previous experience and can demonstrate
safe use of the tools and equipment.

Make Your First Cabochon- for beginning gem
crafters: you will learn how to use the trim

saw, templates, lapidary grinders and
polishers to make cut and polish a cabochon.
Stop by at the start of an open work session
and check in with the Moderator to see if
they have time to teach you— plan on at

least 1 ½ hrs.

*for gem crafters who have satisfactorily
completed the first cabochon session or have

previous experience and can demonstrate
safe use of the tools and equipment.

*Going forward, workshops will be held one on one. Please
contact the instructor listed to sign up.

Wire Wrapping & Weaving Workshop- Join us for a hands-on wire wrapping and weaving workshop on Feb
21st from 1:00PM to 4:00PM. $20 per student. Designed for beginners and those curious about learning

wire in a relaxed, supportive studio setting.
In this first session, we’ll explore basic tools and wire types, practice foundational techniques, and begin

a simple cabochon pendant by learning how wire responds to the stone—rather than forcing a design.
This workshop is not about perfection or finishing quickly. It’s about building confidence, understanding

materials, and beginning a longer creative journey with wire and stone.
All materials will be provided.

No prior wire-wrapping experience is required. Check in on the Facebook group or calendar during
January for the upcoming dates.



Michelle Grigore feels weel qualified to be a Toledo Gem and Rockhound Club (TGRC) metal- and gem-crafting
moderator. “I can tell you what NOT to do because if there’s a mistake to make, I’ve done it.” She cheerfully
offers her hard-won, trail-and-error education to anyone who comes to her workshops. A look at her recent

jewelry projects show that she’s certainly learned her lessons well.

Michelle observes that for many TGRC members, gem crafting offers a quick and rewarding way to get started.
With a Moderator’s guidance, “Beginners can often cut and decently polish a gemstone in about a half-hour in

out gem-crafting shop,” says Michelle. It’s experiential for them. “Those quick results often inspire gem-
crafters to see what other stones they can polish.” Michelle understands that attraction, since that’s what got
her enthused about gem-crafting in the first place. Over they years, that enthusiasm has only grown stronger.

Metal-crafting isn’t always as quick as gem-crafting in finishing one’s project, but according to Michelle, “People regularly
comment that their first, finished metal-crafting projects turned out way better than they expected.” A popular way to

start is for members to make their first pendant. This may take a few hours, but as Moderator, Michelle will carefully guide
the way. Metal crafting has been offered as a group class in the past, but Michelle thinks one-on-one instruction is far more

effective and rewarding. She recommends aspiring metal crafters start in any of the regular, weekly metal-crafting
sessions. “Any member interested in trying metalcrafting can contact me or other Moderators in advance, so we are sure

to be prepared when they arrive.” Contact information is listed in the Rocky Reader.

When asked if Membersmay hesitate to try learning a skill because they might fear failure, Michelle brightly
remarked, “If you’re not making mistakes, you’re not trying new things!” Michelle says she gets excited as new
people are succsessful, because that builds their confidence and willingness to try new techniques. Its always a

journey of discovery.

 Michelle herself is always facing new problems to solve, but she also knows that it opens her to learning new
things. With silver and copper prices shooting up she’s looking at other metals to use for beautiful jewelry

creations. “Were getting people started with copper instead of silver and getting beautiful results.” As
members gain experience, the skills learned with copper easily transfer to silver.

Creativity isn’t just limited by the traditional materials. Michelle is also working with brass, bronze and new
pewter alloys. Titanium, niobium and aluminum are also on her horizon. If you’re interested in or even

experimenting with new materials yourself, contact Michelle. TGRC gets stronger with any collaboration. 
Photos by Michelle Grigore

Story by Jim Nowak
TCRC Vice President
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We actually have 2 seperate facebook pages. They are used for different proposes yet both
are equally important! Make sure to check them out and hit the follow button on each of

them!

Did you know?Did you know?

This is our public facebook page, and anyone
can request to join it. Answer a few basic
questions and agree to the pages rules and

you’re in! We use this page to....

 Share recent club activity
Inform changes to workshops hours

Share creations we have recently made
 Post fun related content

This is our private facebook page, and it is
used for showcasing our club to the public. We
also use this page for the big Gem show every

year. View it to see....

 Gem show commercials, fliers and other
information

Find contact info, address, and socials
find news related to the gem show and

updates 
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President
Jerri Heer

Jheerx6@aol.com

Treasurer
Steve Stalker

Sstalker@bex.net

Past President
Diane Bieber

Quartz1tgrc@gmail.com

Show Chair
Jerri Heer/Jim Nowak

jheerx6@aol.com
Jimages@buckeye-express.com

Board Member
William Miniard

Williamminiard.trgc@gmail.com

Vice President
Jim Nowak

Jimages@buckeye-express.com

Secratary
Deb Oswald

Catstgrc@gmail.com

Sergeant-At-Arms
Bill Oswald

Catstgrc@gmail.com

Board Member
Sherm Kardatzke

Sakardaszke@gmail.com

Membership Chair
Michelle Grigore

Mgrigoretgrh@gmail.com

Website Editor
Steve Stalker

Sstalker@bex.net

Sunshine Chair
Linda Mcconahey

567-277-8238

Newsletter Editor
William Miniard

Editor.rockyreader@gmail.com

Board Member
Dana Jacob-Szymanski
Tjd021911@gmail.com

Toledo Gem And Rockhound Club Board Members 

Leading Members

Juniors
Stacy Flynn

Tgrcjuniors@gmail.com

mailto:TGRCjuniors@gmail.com
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